
 
 

FACT SHEET 
 

12 Rounds – WBO Welterweight Championship/WBC Diamond Belt 
  MANNY PACQUIAO  vs.  MIGUEL COTTO  
  Six-Time World Champion     WBO Welterweight Champion 
  General Santos City, Philippines    Caguas, Puerto Rico   

 49-3-2, 37 KOs      34-1, 27 KOs 
 

10 Rounds – Middleweight Bout 
  JULIO CESAR CHAVEZ JR. vs.  TROY ROWLAND  
  Culiacan, Mexico     Grand Rapids, MI   

 40-0-1, 30 KOs      25-2, 7 KOs  
 

12 Rounds – WBA Super Welterweight Championship 
  DANIEL SANTOS   vs.  YURI FOREMAN  

WBA Super Welterweight Champion   WBA No. 1 Contender 
San Juan, Puerto Rico     Brooklyn, NY   

 32-3-1, 23 KOs      27-0, 8 KOs    
 

10 Rounds – Welterweight Bout 
  ALFONSO GOMEZ   vs.  JESUS SOTO-KARASS  
  Tustin, CA      Los Mochis, Mexico   

 20-4-2, 10 KOs      24-3-3, 16 KOs  
       

*Card Subject to Change 
 

When:  Saturday, November 14, 2009 
 
Where:  MGM Grand Garden Arena, Las Vegas, NV  
 
Television: Produced and distributed live by HBO Pay-Per-View® beginning at 9 p.m. ET / 6 p.m. 

PT with a suggested retail price of $54.95 
 
Promoter: FIREPOWER: PACQUIAO vs. COTTO will be promoted by Top Rank in 
 association with MP Promotions, Miguel Cotto Promotions, MGM Grand and Tecate 
 
Contacts:  Lee Samuels, Top Rank:  (702) 732-2717 

Ricardo Jimenez, Top Rank/Cotto:  (909) 615-3436 
Scott Ghertner, MGM MIRAGE:  (702) 650-7565 
Fred Sternburg, Sternburg Communications: (303) 740-7746 
Bill Caplan, Top Rank:  (818) 515-1616 
Ed Keenan, EMC:  (609) 399-1330 
Patrick Byrne, HBO Pay-Per-View:  (212) 512-1361 
Media Credentials:  www.magnamediainc.com 



 

 
 

TALE of the TAPE 
MANNY PACQUIAO MIGUEL COTTO 
 
General Santos City, Philippines HOMETOWN Caguas, Puerto Rico 

49-3-2, 37 KOs RECORD 34-1, 27 KOs 

December 17, 1978 BIRTH DATE October 29, 1980 

145 lbs.* WEIGHT 145 lbs.* 

5’ 6½” HEIGHT 5’ 8” 

67” REACH 69” 

38” CHEST NORMAL 39” 

41” CHEST EXPANDED 41” 

13” BICEPS 13” 

12 ” FOREARM 11½” 

28” WAIST 32” 

20” THIGH 22½ ” 

15“ CALF 12” 

16” NECK 16” 

8” WRIST 7½” 

10” FIST 11” 
 
 

* 145 is Contract Weight – official weights announced at final weigh-in 



 
 

PACQUIAO AND COTTO ARE READY TO BLAST AWAY! 
World Welterweight Championship  

Saturday, November 14 at MGM Grand 
LIVE ON HBO PAY-PER VIEW® 

 
 LAS VEGAS, NV (October 26, 2009) – Boxing’s No. 1 pound-for-pound king and 
the reigning Fighter of the Year, MANNY “PacMan” PACQUIAO, and the pride of Puerto 
Rico and three-time world champion, MIGUEL COTTO, will rumble in the mega-event of 
the year – FIRE POWER:  PACQUIAO vs. COTTO – for Cotto’s World Boxing 
Organization (WBO) welterweight title and the first-ever World Boxing Council (WBC) 
Diamond Belt.   Promoted by Top Rank in association with MP Promotions, Miguel Cotto 
Promotions, MGM Grand and Tecate, FIRE POWER:  PACQUIAO vs. COTTO will take 
place Saturday, November 14 at the soldout MGM Grand in Las Vegas and will be 
produced and distributed live by HBO Pay-Per-View, beginning at 9 p.m. ET / 6 p.m. PT. 

 
Pacquiao and Cotto boast nine world titles in seven different weight divisions 

between them and a combined professional record of 83-4-2 (64 KOs) – a winning 
percentage of 93% and a victory by knockout ratio of 77%. 
  

After announcing their fight at an international public press conference in Yankee 
Stadium in New York, Pacquiao and Cotto proceeded on the remainder of the five-city 
coast-to-coast, two-ocean media tour which took them to Caguas, Puerto Rico, AT&T Park 
in San Francisco, Beverly Hills, Calif., and PETCO Park in San Diego.  

 
“I will train harder than I have ever trained before because Miguel Cotto will be my 

toughest test as a professional fighter,” said Pacquiao.  “I know Miguel Cotto is an 
excellent fighter and a great world champion.   

 
“He is strong and smart and that is a dangerous combination for anyone who 

challenges him.  But like every fight, I will not enter the ring alone.  My countrymen don’t 
just give me their support.  They also give me their strength, their pride and their love. That 
is why I must give my all.  I fight to win and to give honor to the Philippines.”    

 



“He has fought a lot of tough fighters but never one like me,” said Cotto.  “The world 
will know who the best is when we meet in the ring" 

 
"This fight will be the most exciting and memorable event that Top Rank has 

promoted in 40 years,” said Hall of Fame Promoter Bob Arum.  “I am certain it will take its 
place as an exciting and action-packed classic such as Hagler vs. Hearns and Ali vs. 
Frazier III.  On November 14, Pacquiao vs. Cotto will join that list of boxing classics." 

 
“This is a superior matchup between two of the best fighters in the world,” said Ross 

Greenburg, President of HBO Sports.  “Manny Pacquiao and Miguel Cotto are two unique 
personalities, and because of that, we are looking forward to presenting another 
installment of our popular ‘24/7’ series.” 

 
"The Manny Pacquiao-Miguel Cotto championship fight will mark the end of yet 

another tremendously successful year of boxing for MGM Grand," said Richard Sturm, 
president of Sports and Entertainment for MGM MIRAGE. "These two sensational warriors 
will electrify the crowd with their skills and leave the fans on the edge of their seats. MGM 
Grand is thrilled to be hosting this spectacular international event in November." 

 
Pacquiao (49-3-2, 37 KOs), of General Santos City, Philippines, has won six world 

titles in as many different weight divisions ranging from 112 to 140 pounds.  His 
performance in 2008 was described as “Henry Armstrongesque,” winning world titles at 
130 and 135 pounds with victories over Juan Manuel Marquez and David Diaz, 
respectively, and knocking out and retiring Oscar De La Hoya at 147 pounds to complete 
the trifecta.  This year, he picked up where he left off last year – winning another world title 
in a new weight division – by dealing defending junior welterweight champion Ricky Hatton 
a one-punch second-round knockout on May 2.   

 
Cotto (34-1, 27 KOs), from Caguas, Puerto Rico has sold more tickets to Madison 

Square Garden in this millennium than any other fighter. He has held a world title every 
year since 2004.  Puerto Rico’s most exciting fighter, Cotto held the WBO junior 
welterweight crown from 2004-2006, successfully defending it six times before vacating it 
to capture the World Boxing Association (WBA) welterweight title at the end of 2006, a title 
he held for nearly as long.  He won his second welterweight title in February, knocking out 
Michael Jennings in the fifth round at Madison Square Garden to become the WBO 
welterweight champion.  Notable scalps on Cotto’s belt include Sugar Shane Mosley, Zab 
Judah, Joshua Clottey, Paulie Malignaggi and Demarcus Corley. 

 
The Pacquiao vs. Cotto pay-per-view telecast, beginning at 9 p.m. ET/6 p.m. PT, 

has a suggested retail price of $54.95, will be produced and distributed by HBO Pay-Per-
View® and will be available to more than 71 million pay-per-view homes. The telecast will 
be available in HD-TV for those viewers who can receive HD. HBO Pay-Per-View®, a 
division of Home Box Office, Inc., is the leading supplier of event programming to the pay-
per-view industry.  For Pacquiao vs. Cotto fight week updates, log on to www.hbo.com or 
www.toprank.com.   

 
 



Seven of the MGM MIRAGE properties along The Strip will host closed circuit 
viewing in conjunction with Pacquiao vs. Cotto.  The resorts include MGM Grand, 
Mandalay Bay, The Mirage, Monte Carlo, Luxor, Circus Circus and Excalibur.  Tickets for 
the closed circuit telecast at all venues are priced at $50, not including applicable service 
charges and handling fees.  All seats will be general admission and will be available at 
each individual property’s box office outlets and at all Las Vegas Ticketmaster locations 
(select Smith’s Food and Drug Centers and Ritmo Latino).  To charge by phone with a 
major credit card, call Ticketmaster at (800) 745-3000, or visit www.mgmgrand.com or 
www.ticketmaster.com.  Ticket sales are limited to 20 per person. 

HBO's fast-moving reality series "24/7 Pacquiao/Cotto" returns with an all new 
episode on Saturday, Oct. 31 at 11:00 pm ET/PT. The four-episode series chronicles the 
preparations and back stories of both fighters as they train for their November 14 pay-per-
view showdown.  Episode one is available on HBO ON DEMAND. 

The MGM Grand Garden Arena is home to concerts, championship boxing and 
premier sporting and special events. The Arena offers comfortable seating for as many as 
16,800 with excellent sightlines and state-of-the-art acoustics, lighting and sound.  
Prominent events to date have included world championship fights between Evander 
Holyfield and Mike Tyson as well as Oscar De La Hoya vs. Floyd Mayweather and George 
Foreman vs. Michael Moorer; and concerts by The Rolling Stones, Madonna, Elton John, 
Bruce Springsteen, Paul McCartney, Bette Midler, George Strait, Janet Jackson, Phil 
Collins, Billy Joel, U2, ‘N Sync, Sting, Coldplay, Alicia Keys, Jimmy Buffett and the Barbra 
Streisand Millennium Concert.  The MGM Grand Garden Arena also is home to the annual 
Academy of Country Music Awards (ACMA), Frozen Fury NHL pre-season game and the 
U.S. Open of Motocross. 

#     #     # 

  

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION (Media): 
 
Lee Samuels, Top Rank:  (702) 732-2717 

Ricardo Jimenez, Top Rank/Cotto:  (909) 615-3436 

Fred Sternburg, Sternburg Comm/Pacquiao: (303) 740-7746 

Bill Caplan, Top Rank:  (818) 515-1616 

Ed Keenan, EMC Events:  (609) 399-1330 

Scott Ghertner, MGM MIRAGE:  (702) 650-7565 

Patrick Byrne, HBO Pay-Per-View:  (212) 512-1361 

Media Credentials:  www.magnamedia.com  

 

  



 
 

JULIO CÉSAR CHAVEZ, JR., VS. TROY ROWLAND 
DANIEL SANTOS VS. YURI FOREMAN AND  

ALFONSO GOMEZ VS. JESUS SOTO-KARASS 
ADD FIREPOWER TO THE PACQUIAO-COTTO TELEVISED 

UNDERCARD ON SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14  
AT MGM GRAND LIVE ON PAY-PER-VIEW 

 
 

 LAS VEGAS, NEV. (October 9, 2009) – Undefeated No. 1 contenders JULIO 
CÉSAR CHAVEZ, JR. and YURI FOREMAN, plus three-time world champion DANIEL 
SANTOS add more Firepower to the blockbuster card headlined by the Manny Pacquiao 

vs. Miguel Cotto welterweight championship, taking place Saturday, November 14 at the 

sold out MGM Grand in Las Vegas. Promoted by Top Rank, in association with MGM 

Grand and Tecate, Fire Power: Pacquiao vs. Cotto will be produced and distributed live by 

HBO Pay-Per-View® beginning at 9 p.m. ET / 6 p.m. PT. 

Chavez (40-0-1, 30 KOs), from Culiacan, Mexico, son of the legendary three-

division world champion Julio César Chavez, stepped into the “family business” when he 

made his pro debut in 2003 at the age of 17, winning a four-round unanimous decision 

over Jonathan Hernandez in Culiacan.  Known for an aggressive style and an arsenal that 

includes razor-sharp combinations and a wicked left hook, Chavez is the World Boxing 

Council’s (WBC) No.1-world-rated super welterweight contender.  He has knocked out 

75% of the opponents he has faced, including fellow contenders Ray Sanchez III, Jose 

Celaya and Tobia Lorgia in a 10-month span -- the last two in WBC Continental Americas 

championship fights.  Sanchez, Celaya and Lorgia had a combined record of 75-4-1 and a 

winning percentage exceeding 93% when they fought Chavez.   



This year, Chavez knocked out Jason LeHoullier (21-1-1) in the first round and tagged 

previously undefeated Luciano Cuello (23-0) with his first loss, winning a unanimous 

decision.  Chavez will be facing TROY ROWLAND (25-2, 7 KOs), of Grand Rapids, Mich., 

in a 10-round middleweight bout.  Rowland, who has won 21 or his last 22 bouts, has a 

resume that boasts victories over Epifanio Mendoza (20-2-1), Kenny Ellis (33-5-2) and 

Andrew Council (31-7-3).  Rowland enters this fight riding a four-bout winning streak, with 

two of those victories coming by way of knockout. 

Santos (32-2-1, 23 KOs), of San Juan Puerto Rico, will be making the first defense 

of his World Boxing Association (WBA) super welterweight title, which he won last year 

with a sixth-round knockout of undefeated defending champion Joachin Alcine.  Santos 

won his first world title in 2000, knocking out defending World Boxing Organization (WBO) 

welterweight champion Ahmed Katejev in the fifth round of their 2000 rumble.  He 

successfully defended his title three times before vacating the title and capturing the 

vacant WBO junior middleweight title, knocking out former world champion Yori Boy 

Campas in the 11th round in 2002.  Santos successfully defended that title four times 

during his three-year reign, including a 10-round technical decision over former world 

champion Antonio Margarito.  Since losing the title to undefeated Sergei Dzindziruk, via a 

close decision in 2005, Santos has won all of his fights by knockout.  Santos will be 

defending his title against No. 1 contender Yuri Foreman (27-0, 8 KOs), who was born in 

Belarus, raised in Israel and now lives in Brooklyn.  The undefeated mandatory challenger 

is also a rabbinical student – a self-proclaimed “Talmud-studying boxer.”  Foreman climbed 

up the ratings the old-fashioned way – by winning.  With impressive victories over Anthony 

Thompson (23-1), and NABF super welterweight title victories over Andrey Tsurkan (25-2), 

Saul Roman (28-4) and James Moore (16-1), Foreman is on the cusp of realizing his 

dream – wearing a world championship belt around his waist. 

The televised undercard  will open with an exciting 10-round welterweight bout 

between ALFONSO GOMEZ and JESUS SOTO-KARASS.  Gomez (20-4-2, 10 KOs), of 

Tustin Calif., is an alumnus of season one of “The Contender,” which aired on NBC.  

Gomez gained national notoriety with victories over Peter Manfredo, Jr. (21-0), and Ahmad 

Kaddour (18-1) and Jesse Brinkley (25-2) during the series.  Since leaving “The 

Contender,” Gomez has gone 7-1-1 (6 KOs), including victories over former world 

champion Arturo Gatti and world title challenger Ben Tackie.   



His only loss during that span was to defending WBA welterweight champion Miguel Cotto 

in April 2008.  Soto-Karass (24-3-3, 16 KOs), of Los Mochis, Mexico, enters this fight riding 

a four-15-bout unbeaten streak which has propelled him to No. 5 and No. 7 in the 

International Boxing Federation (IBF) and WBC welterweight ratings, respectively.  His 

resume boasts WBC Continental Americas welterweight title victories over former world 

champion Vince Phillips (48-10-1), Michel Rosales (16-0), and Chris Smith (21-4-1), and 

an NABF welterweight title victory over David Estrada (22-4).  

The Pacquiao vs. Cotto pay-per-view telecast, beginning at 9 p.m. ET/6 p.m. PT, 

has a suggested retail price of $54.95, will be produced and distributed by HBO Pay-Per-

View® and will be available to more than 71 million pay-per-view homes. The telecast will 

be available in HD-TV for those viewers who can receive HD. HBO Pay-Per-View®, a 

division of Home Box Office, Inc., is the leading supplier of event programming to the pay-

per-view industry.  For Pacquiao vs. Cotto fight week updates, log on to www.hbo.com.  

HBO's fast-moving reality series "24/7 Pacquiao/Cotto" returns with an all new 

episode on Saturday, Oct. 31 at 11:00 pm ET/PT. The four-episode series chronicles the 

preparations and back stories of both fighters as they train for their November 14 pay-per-

view showdown.  Episode one is available on HBO ON DEMAND.  

#          #          # 

 

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION (Media): 

Lee Samuels, Top Rank:  (702) 732-2717l 

Ricardo Jimenez, Top Rank / Cotto & Chavez. Jr:  (909) 615-3436 

Fred Sternburg, Sternburg Comm/Pacquiao: (303) 740-7746 

Bill Caplan, Top Rank:  (818) 515-1616 

Ed Keenan, EMC Events:  (609) 399-1330 

Scott Ghertner, MGM MIRAGE:  (702) 650-7565 

Patrick Byrne, HBO Pay-Per-View:  (212) 512-1361 

Media Credentials:  www.magnamedia.com  

                

 



MIGUEL COTTO 
Age: 28 (10-29-80) 
Residence: Caguas, Puerto Rico 
Birthplace: Caguas, Puerto Rico 
Record: 34-1, 27 KOs 
Height: 5’8” 
Reach: 67” 
Trainer: Joe Santiago 
 
MIGUEL COTTO (34-1, 27 KOs)… 

• World championship fights: 14-1, 11 KOs… 
• WBO welterweight world champion... 
• Former WBA welterweight world champion, four successful title defenses... 
• Former WBO jr. welterweight world champion, six successful title defenses… 
• Former WBC International super lightweight champion, five successful title defenses… 
• 2000 Olympic representative for Puerto Rico, 139 pounds… 
• 2000 Puerto Rican National amateur champion, 139 pounds… 
• 1997, 1998, 1999 Puerto Rican National amateur champion, 132 pounds… 

At the age of 28, Miguel is an eight-year pro. The WBO welterweight world champion, he won the 
title in February, 2009, and has made one successful defense. 

He is Puerto Rico’s brightest star and biggest draw in the ring, has fought and beaten some of the 
sport’s biggest names, and has already had a Hall of Fame career. 

Miguel is coming off a 12 round decision win against former IBF welterweight world champion 
Joshua Clottey in his last fight in June, 2009. 

After the fight, Dan Rafael wrote on ESPN.com [excerpts]: There’s nothing quite like the 
atmosphere and excitement of a Cotto fight at hallowed Madison Square Garden on the eve of the annual 
National Puerto Rican Day parade. It’s always a festive scene, and for the fourth time in the past five years, 
Cotto headlined on the weekend and gave his fans something to cheer about. Most of the heavily Puerto 
Rican crowd of 17,734 was staunchly in Cotto’s corner, cheering wildly for him as he made the first defense 
of the vacant welterweight belt he picked up with a dominant fifth-round knockout of England’s Michael 
Jennings at the Garden in February. 

But this time, Cotto was facing Clottey, a far more dangerous, durable and quality opponent. 
Clottey is world-class and had given up his own version of the 147-pound crown to make the fight possible 
rather than face a mandatory challenger.... The result was an excellent, high-level fight between two of the 
best in the star-studded weight class. However, this was no robbery, as some are calling it. Please. 

Cotto, two fights removed from his 11th-round knockout loss to Antonio Margarito (whom many 
believe faced Cotto with loaded hand wraps and cheated his way to victory) last summer, overcame a 
scenario similar to the one he faced in that fight. Like Margarito, Clottey...is a rough, physical fighter. The 
fight played out in a similar fashion to Margarito-Cotto in that Cotto was a bit dominant early until Clottey 
got rolling in the middle rounds and began imposing himself on Cotto, who was cut and fading slightly. But 
this time, Cotto hung in there like a champ.... 

Cotto...overcame a brutal gash in his left eyebrow from an accidental head butt in the third round. 
The blood flowed freely from the cut for most of the rest of the fight and certainly had an impact on Cotto’s 
ability to see Clottey’s right hand coming. After the fight, Cotto needed six stitches in a cut below his eye 
and 14 in the bad one above his eye.... Given that adversity, Cotto gets a gold star for showing heart.  

 
 
 



Clottey can complain that he was robbed all he wants, and some contrary fans and writers can join 
the chorus, but the reason he didn’t win is because of his own shortcomings, not poor judging. 
Cotto...fought all three minutes of the rounds and fought smart. Can’t say the same for Clottey, and it cost 
him dearly. [End Rafael item] 

Fightwriter.com’s Graham Houston reported [excerpts]: A split decision was to be expected after 
such a well-contested bout, but to me there was no doubt that Cotto deserved the win. 

It is true that Clottey was moving forward in the later rounds, and he looked the stronger man - but 
walking in with gloves up, following an opponent around the ring and not throwing punches, doesn’t win 
rounds. 

The fight was there for the taking, but Clottey didn’t drive himself forward with the extra effort that 
was needed. 

Cotto won with superior tactics.... He moved, stopped to punch and moved again. Clottey, after 
looking so good at numerous stages of the fight, just seemed to lose the plot. 

Cotto’s movement in the later rounds wasn’t allowing Clottey to get set to punch. Although Clottey 
blocked many blows on his high guard, he wasn’t firing off his own shots. Cotto was outsmarting him and 
outpointing him. 

With a number of close rounds, divergent scores were understandable. Cotto’s 10-8 opening 
round, when his stiff left jab sat down an off-balance Clottey, in the end didn’t prove to be his margin of 
victory - he would have won even without scoring the fight’s sole knockdown. 

Clottey did some excellent scoring with the left hook to the body and left uppercut through the 
middle, and he also enjoyed success with the jab and straight right hand.... 

Cotto overall was the busier man, though, and his combinations to the body and use of the jab 
enabled him to snatch rounds when Clottey fell into his move-in-without-punching pattern. 

After 11 gruelling rounds it was Cotto who provided the eye-catching finish. [End Houston item] 
Miguel is also a former WBA welterweight world champion - he won that title in December, 2006, 

and made four successful title defenses. 
He won the WBO jr. welterweight world title at the age of 23 in September, 2004, and made six 

successful title defenses before vacating the title to move up in weight. 
He is experienced against top opposition and has fought current or former world champions 

Joshua Clottey (W12), Antonio Margarito (TKOby11), Shane Mosley (W12), Zab Judah (TKO11), 
Carlos Quintana (TKO5), Paulie Malignaggi (W12), Ricardo Torres (KO7), DeMarcus Corley (TKO5), 
Randall Bailey (TKO6), Carlos Maussa (TKO8), and Cesar Bazan (TKO11). He has also beaten 
previously undefeated contender Kelson Pinto (TKO6), as well as veteran contenders Muhammad 
Abdulaev (TKO9), Victoriano Sosa (TKO4) and Lovemore Ndou (W12). 

Miguel’s webpage address is www.miguelcotto.com. 
 
Key Fights – 2009 – 1ST WBO W WORLD TITLE DEFENSE - in his last fight on 6-13-09 in New York, NY, 
he won a 12 round split decision against former IBF welterweight world champion Joshua Clottey (35-2): 
the fight headlined at Madison Square Garden, and it was fast-paced and exciting; Miguel scored a 
knockdown with a jab that dropped Clottey to the seat of his trunks late in the 1st round; Miguel was cut 
over his left eye by a clash of heads late in the 3rd round, but built an early lead – after six rounds, he led by 
scores of 58-55 on all three scorecards; Clottey rallied in the second half of the fight – he swept the 7th and 
8th rounds on all three scorecards, and won the 9th on two scorecards; but Miguel finished the fight strongly 
– he won the 10th round on two scorecards, the 11th on all three, then won the 12th on two scorecards; 
scored 116-111, 115-112 Cotto, 114-113 Clottey; after the fight, Miguel said, “I had to box with all the blood 
coming out of my eye. I couldn’t see very well the last few rounds. He did hit me with a lot of good punches. 
The cut made the fight more difficult, but I felt I was winning throughout the fight.”... 
 



2008 – WON VACANT WBO W WORLD TITLE - on 2-21-09 in New York he TKO’d Michael Jennings 
(34-1): the fight headlined at Madison Square Garden, and Miguel dominated; he constantly pressured 
Jennings and landed the harder punches; he bloodied Jenning’s nose in the 3rd round, then scored two 
knockdowns with left hooks to the body and cut Jennings over his left eye in the 4th; Miguel scored another 
knockdown with a right hand in the 5th round, and the referee stopped the fight at 2:38; after four rounds, 
Miguel led by scores of 40-34 on all three scorecards; after the fight, Miguel said, “I got in the ring and I 
studied the fighter the first couple of rounds, and then I began to go to the body and the head. And then I let 
my hands go and I threw my punches, and I hit him with some good shots. He has a lot of strength. To be 
back in the ring here at MSG and to hear the crowd was great.”... 
 
2008 – LOST WBA W WORLD TITLE - on 7-26-08 in Las Vegas, NV, he was TKO’d against former WBO 
and IBF welterweight world champion Antonio Margarito (36-5): the fight headlined at the MGM Grand 
and it was an epic battle; Miguel was the clear favorite to win; he kept Margarito off-balance with movement 
in the early rounds, was the sharper, more accurate puncher, and built a lead on the scorecards – after five 
rounds, he led by scores of 49-46, 49-46, 48-47; but Margarito relentlessly pressed forward, repeatedly 
drove Miguel back into the ropes, and steadily wore him down; Miguel’s nose was bloodied in the 3rd round, 
his pace slowed in the 6th, and Margarito rallied strongly in the 7th round and rocked Miguel with a right 
uppercut that had him dazed; Margarito dominated the rest of the fight - Miguel showed tremendous heart 
and determination and was still effective when he boxed and moved, but Margarito repeatedly drove him 
back into the ropes and scored with a heavy two-handed attack; Margarito won the 6th round on two 
scorecards, swept the 7th on all three, won the 8th on two, then swept the 9th and 10th; Miguel’s mouth was 
also bloodied; Margarito scored two knockdowns in the 11th round – the first with a left uppercut followed by 
a series of punches that forced Miguel to one knee – Miguel was also cut over hie left eye and face was 
covered in blood when he got up; Margarito pressed forward again and Miguel again went to one knee from 
exhaustion – Miguel’s corner threw in the towel, and the referee stopped the fight at 2:05; after 10 rounds, 
the fight was scored 96-94, 96-94 Margarito, 95-95... 
 
4TH WBA W WORLD TITLE DEFENSE - on 4-12-08 in Atlantic City, NJ, he TKO’d Alfonso Gomez (18-3-
2): the fight headlined at Boardwalk Hall, and Miguel dominated; he scored a knockdown with a right hand 
to the body in 2nd round, then scored another knockdown with a left hook to the body in the 3rd; Miguel 
scored a knockdown with a jab in the 5th round, and the referee stopped the fight after the round; after the 
fight, Miguel said, “I wanted to work and do it the right way.”... 
 
2007 – 3RD WBA W WORLD TITLE DEFENSE - on 11-10-07 in New York, NY, he won a 12 round 
unanimous decision against former lightweight, welterweight, and super welterweight world champion 
Shane Mosley (44-4): the fight headlined at Madison Square Garden and drew a crowd of 17,135; it was a 
close, exciting fight, and both fighters gave impressive performances; the momentum shifted back and 
forth: Miguel started fast, landed the sharper punches, and swept the 1st round on all three scorecards, but 
Mosley scored well with right hands and won the 2nd and 3rd on two scorecards; Miguel was more 
consistent and swept the 4th round, but Mosley rallied and swept the 5th; Miguel came back to sweep the 6th 
and after six rounds, led by scores of 58-56, 58-56, 57-57; the 7th was a three-way split – one judge scored 
for Miguel, one for Mosley, and one had it even, but Miguel swept the 8th; Miguel changed tactics in the 9th 
round: he boxed and moved and Mosley became more aggressive, and both were effective at times - 
Miguel won the 9th round on two scorecards, Mosley won the 10th on two, then Miguel came back and won 
the 11th round on two; Miguel was cut over his right eye by a clash of heads in the 12th, and Mosley won the 
round on two scorecards; scored 116-113, 115-113, 115-113; after the fight, Miguel said, “We both did our 
best and we both gave it our all. Mosley hit me with some real hard punches. However, I trained in camp 
with speed and movement and to face his kind of power. I did all that in Puerto Rico before I got here. I 
thought I was ahead the entire fight. I thought I had a big lead.”... 



 
2ND WBA W WORLD TITLE DEFENSE - on 6-9-07 in New York he TKO’d lefthanded former IBF and WBO 
jr. welterweight and undisputed welterweight world champion Zab Judah (34-4): the fight headlined at 
Madison Square Garden, drew a capacity crowd of 20,658, and was a sensational battle; Judah started fast 
- he rocked Miguel with a left uppercut midway through the 1st round, but went down later in the round from 
a low blow (replays showed it was just below the belt) and took about a minute to recover; Judah staggered 
Miguel with a straight left hand late in the 2nd that cut Miguel’s lower lip badly, but went down from another 
low blow in the 3rd round (replays showed it was very low) and Miguel was penalized one point for the foul; 
Miguel kept pressing forward, rallied in the following rounds, and Judah was cut over his right eye in the 4th 
(replays showed it was from a clash of heads, but it was not ruled by the referee) and his nose was 
bloodied in the 5th round; Miguel was cut badly over his right eye in the 6th (replays showed it was also from 
a clash of heads); Judah came back in the 7th round and staggered Miguel with a left uppercut, then rocked 
him with a series of punches later in the round, but Miguel rallied and scored a knockdown with a series of 
punches, finished with a left hook, that dropped Judah to one knee in the 9th; Miguel scored another 
knockdown with a series of punches that put Judah flat on his back in the 11th round – he got up, but Miguel 
staggered him with another series of punches and the referee stopped the fight at 0:49... 
 
1ST WBA W WORLD TITLE DEFENSE - on 3-3-07 in San Juan, PR, he TKO’d former three-time world title 
challenger Oktay Urkal (38-3): the fight headlined at Coliseo Roberto Clemente and drew a capacity 
crowd; Urkal gave a good effort, but Miguel dominated the fight; he constantly pressed forward, landed the 
harder punches, and used a strong body attack; Miguel was cut over his left eye by a clash of heads in the 
5th round, and Urkal was penalized one point for another head butt in the 7th round; he was penlized 
another point in the 11th round for the same foul, and his corner stopped the fight at 1:01; after 10 rounds, 
Miguel led by scores of 100-89, 98-91, 97-92; aftr the fight, Miguel said, “I am going to get my cut taken 
care of, and I’m going to prepare for June. Judah is next. I have to prepare hard for him. My cut made him 
feel brave. The headbutts bothered me. I don’t know if they were intentional or not, but they bothered me. I 
also had blood trickling in my eye.”... 
 
2006 – WON VACANT WBA W WORLD TITLE - on 12-2-06 in Atlantic City, NJ, he TKO’d previously 
undefeated lefthander Carlos Quintana (23-0): the fight headlined at Boardwalk Hall and drew a crowd of 
7,412; Miguel was very impressive; he started fast and rocked Quintana with a right hand midway through 
the 1st round and landed the sharper punches in the 2nd, but Quintana rallied in the 3rd and 4th rounds; 
Miguel stepped up his pace in the 5th – he rocked Quintana with a left hook midway through the round, and 
scored a knockdown moments later with a left hook to the body; Quintana got up, but Miguel scored 
another knockdown with a series of punches, and Quintana, battered and bruised around his eyes and with 
a bloody mouth, did not continue after the round; after five rounds, Miguel led by scores of 48-45 on all 
three scorecards; after the fight, Miguel said, “I felt very strong at this weight. I could do anything I wanted 
to do. Every punch I threw was hard. I tried to get him to the liver the whole fight.”... 
6TH WBO JW WORLD TITLE DEFENSE - on 6-10-06 in New York he won a 12 round unanimous decision 
against previously undefeated Paulie Malignaggi (21-0): the match headlined at Madison Square Garden 
and drew a crowd of 14,365, and it was an exciting fight; Miguel dominated the early rounds – he cut 
Malignaggi over his left eye in the 1st round and scored a knockdown with a left hook in the 2nd; Malignaggi 
gave a tremendous effort and rallied in the middle rounds – he won the 5th, 6th, and 9th on all three 
scorecards - but Miguel finished the fight strongly and gave him a severe beating; he bloodied Malignaggi’s 
nose in the 10th round and his mouth in the 11th, and Malignaggi had a bad swelling on his right cheek; both 
fought hard until the final bell and had the fans on their feet; scored 116-111, 116-111, 115-112; after the 
fight, Miguel said, “I’m happy with the decision. It was a more tough fight than I expected. I always go into 
the ring to win round by round.”; Malignaggi underwent surgery a week later for a fractured right 
cheekbone, and went on to win the IBF jr. welterweight world title... 



 
5TH WBO JW WORLD TITLE DEFENSE - on 3-4-06 in Bayamon, PR, he TKO’d Gianluca Branco (36-1-
1): the fight headlined at Coliseo Ruben Rodriguez and drew a capacity crowd of around 15,000 that 
started chanting, “Cotto…Cotto…” during the start of the undercard bouts and continued through the main 
event; Miguel gave a strong performance and dominated the fight; he outworked Branco, worked the body 
well, and steadily wore him down; Branco was cut on his scalp by a clash of heads in the 5th round, and 
was swollen under his right eye and on the right side of his jaw in the 6th; Miguel landed a left hook to 
Branco’s right shoulder in the 8th round, and Branco grabbed his shoulder in pain and turned away from the 
action; the referee stopped the fight at 0:49; after seven rounds, Miguel led by scores of 70-63, 69-64, 69-
64; after the fight, Miguel said, “I knew I had to take my time with this guy, I never wanted to be reckless. I 
felt I was putting enough pressure on the guy. I felt a lot stronger than him, I was breaking him down. It was 
just a matter of time. I started to work on him with the first ring of the bell. It wasn’t an easy fight, it was a 
tough fight. He did not hurt me. He had his good punches, but this was our night. He came to try and use 
his style, to try to block and then punch. I think I looked better than September 24. I’m going to try to do this 
from now on. The fight with Torres was a war, this was a boxing fight. A win is a win.”… 
 
2005 - 4TH WBO JW WORLD TITLE DEFENSE - on 9-24-05 in Atlantic City he TKO’d previously 
undefeated WBO No. 1 ranked contender Ricardo Torres (28-0): the bout was co-featured with Wladimir 
Klitschko-Samuel Peter at Boardwalk Hall, and drew an attendance of 10,137; it was a great fight with 
dramatic shifts of momentum; Miguel fought aggressively and started fast - he scored a knockdown midway 
through the 1st round, but Torres came back and staggered Miguel early in the 2nd, then scored a 
knockdown midway through the round - Miguel got up and Torres attacked furiously, but Miguel weathered 
the storm and staggered Torres late in the round; Miguel wore down Torres with a relentless body attack, 
and scored another knockdown in the 4th round, but Torres rallied again and staggered Miguel midway 
throught the 5th; Miguel recovered and scored a knockdown in the 6th, then scored another knockdown in 
the 7th round - Torres got up but was unsteady, and the referee stopped the fight at 1:52; after six rounds, 
Miguel led by scores of 57-53, 57-53, 56-53; Miguel suffered a broken eardrum in the fight; Torres went on 
to win the WBO jr. welterweight world title; after the fight, Miguel said, “I didn’t expect it to be so tough and 
to go back and forth like it did. I’m glad people saw that I can take a punch and fight back. All the time I was 
thinking I had to win the fight, no matter how. I didn’t care how I won, I had to win. It showed the public that 
I can hit, and I can take a punch. We worked very hard to get to this point. This is the first time I’ve been 
knocked down. We’ve lived all the things a boxer can live. Now I’ve been through all that a great fighter 
must go through, all the adversity inside the ring, and I still won the fight.”… 
3RD WBO JW WORLD TITLE DEFENSE - on 6-11-05 in New York he TKO’d 2000 Olympic gold medalist 
Muhammad Abdulaev (15-1): the fight headlined at Madison Square Garden, and drew a crowd of 10,231; 
it was the eve of the Puerto Rican Day Parade, and fans waved Puerto Rican flags and chanted Miguel’s 
name; Abdulaev, who had beaten Miguel in his first fight at the 2000 Olympics, gave a strong effort and 
relentlessly pressed forward, but Miguel dominated the early rounds – he boxed and moved effectively, 
consistently outworked him, and won the first five rounds on all three scorecards; Miguel caused a swelling 
over Abdulaev’s right eye in the 6th, but Abdulaev stepped up his pace and won the 6th round on one 
scorecard and the 8th on all three; Miguel continued to score with sharp combinations, and Abdulaev, with 
his right eye completely shut, signalled the referee to stop the fight at 0:57 of the 9th round; after eight 
rounds, Miguel led by scores of 79-73, 79-73, 78-74; after the fight, Miguel said, “He still had the same style 
from when I fought him in the Olympics. He was strong and came forward through the fight, just as he did in 
the Olympics, but tonight I worked him well. He’s a great athlete, but he was hurt and he knew his body 
couldn’t go on any longer.”; Miguel rode in the parade the next day as Grand Marshall… 
 
 
 



2ND WBO JW WORLD TITLE DEFENSE - on 2-26-05 in Bayamon he TKO’d former WBO jr. welterweight 
world champion and lefthander DeMarcus Corley (29-3-1): the event drew a capacity crowd of around 
15,000 to the Coliseo Ruben Rodriguez and it was an exciting fight, fast-paced from the opening bell - 
Miguel scored a knockdown with a left hook in the opening minute of the 1st round, and staggered Corley 
later in the round, but Corley rallied late in the 2nd; Corley staggered Miguel early in the 3rd with a right hook 
to the temple, but Miguel weathered the storm, recovered, and outworked Corley in the 4th; Miguel rocked 
Corley midway through the 5th, then scored a knockdown with a left hook to the body; Corley got, but 
Miguel pressured him, Corley went to one knee, and the referee stopped the fight at 2:45; after the fight, 
Miguel said, “The fight was difficult, more difficult than I had planned, but fortunately, we were able to get 
the win. I came out strong and I wanted to be aggressive. In the first round, I knocked him down and he 
was shaky. I kept on pressuring him, but he’s a solid fighter. It was the first time that someone hit me twice 
with some good, solid shots in one round. I respect Corley, and I salute him.”… 
 
2004 - 1ST WBO JW WORLD TITLE DEFENSE - on 12-11-04 in Las Vegas, NV, he TKO’d former WBO jr. 
welterweight world champion Randall Bailey (28-4): the fight was co-featured with the Wladimir Klitschko-
Danny Williams main event at Mandalay Bay; Bailey started fast and landed two hard right hands in the 1st 
round, but Miguel dominated the rest of the fight; he scored one knockdown with a right hand that dropped 
Bailey to his knees in the 2nd round, and another with a right hand that dropped Bailey to one knee and cut 
him over his left eye  in the 3rd; Miguel steadily wore down Bailey with hard body punches, and the referee 
stopped the fight on the advice of the ringside doctor at 1:39 of the 6th; after the fight, Miguel said, “I got him 
real good with the right hand, but the body work was the plan. I knew if I could get to the body I would win 
the fight.”… 
WON VACANT WBO JW  WORLD TITLE - on 9-11-04 in San Juan, PR, he TKO’d previously undefeated 
Kelson Pinto (20-0): it was the main event at the Coliseo Jose Miguel Agrelot, and drew an announced 
crowd of 12,200; Pinto had beaten Miguel two times as an amateur; it was an exciting battle, but Miguel 
dominated - he staggered Pinto with a left hook in the 1st round and scored a knockdown with a right hand-
left hook conbination in the 2nd, but Pinto kept coming back and there were some fierce exchanges; Miguel 
staggered him again in the 3rd and 4th rounds, then scored a knockdown with a left hook in the 5th; Miguel 
scored another knockdown with a series of punches in the 6th, and Pinto’s corner threw in the towel to stop 
the fight at 2:28; Miguel wore trunks on which were sewn the names of all of Puerto Rico’s world 
champions; after the fight, he said through an interpreter, “Today, there’s one more. I’ve got to be honest, I 
was very nervous. But you know, when you look at my record and you look at his, and the progress that 
I’ve made, I knew I would win. We knew that he was hurt in the previous round. My corner said, ‘Jump on 
him,’ and that’s what we did. I was in front of my people, I couldn’t let them down. I know that with my 
determination and the good work, I can beat anybody.”… 
 
5TH WBC INTERNATIONAL SL TITLE DEFENSE - on 5-8-04 in Las Vegas he won a 12 round unanimous 
decision against former world title challenger Lovemore Ndou (38-6-1): it was the co-featured bout on the 
fight card headlined by Juan Manuel Marquez vs Manny Pacquiao, and an exciting, hard-fought battle; 
Miguel pressed the action in the early rounds - he outworked Ndou, consistently landed the harder 
punches, and buckled Ndou’s knees in the 6th; Ndou gave a tremendous effort, kept fighting hard, and 
rallied in the late rounds, but Miguel boxed and moved effectively and won by scores of 117-111, 116-112, 
115-113; after the fight Miguel said, “He was a tough guy. He has a lot of experience. It was a tough fight, 
but these are the kind of opponents I need. This is what I need if I am going to step up to that next level.”… 
 
 
 
 



4TH WBC INTERNATIONAL SL TITLE DEFENSE - on 2-28-04 in Las Vegas he TKO’d former two-time 
world title challenger Victoriano Sosa (37-3-2): Sosa gave a strong effort and rocked Miguel late in the 2nd 
round, but Miguel scored a devastating TKO; he bloodied Sosa’a lip and staggered him with a left uppercut 
in the 3rd round; Miguel scored three knockdowns in the 3rd - the first with a left uppercut to the chin, the 
second with a left hook to the head, and the third with a left hook to the body - and the referee stopped the 
fight without a count at 2:51; after the fight, Miguel said, “Sosa’s a good fighter, as he showed against 
Mayweather and Spadafora. He’s the best I’ve fought. But my team thought he would be a good fight for 
me, and I won. I’m just trying to get better every time I go into the gym. I’m glad people think that I have.”… 
 
2003 – 3RD WBC INTERNATIONAL SL TITLE DEFENSE - on 12-6-03 in Bayamon he TKO’d previously 
undefeated Carlos Maussa (16-0): the fight headlined at Coliseo Ruben Rodriguez and drew an 
announced crowd of 10,000, and Miguel gave a sensational performance; Maussa is tall, awkward and very 
determined, and was coming off an impressive TKO win against unbeaten prospect Jeffrey Resto, but 
Miguel dominated the fight; he scored a knockdown in the 3rd round and steadily wore down Maussa; 
Miguel staggered him in the 8th round, and Maussa’s corner stopped the fight at 2:02; after the fight, Miguel 
said, “The fights are won in the ring, not by talking or at the press conferences. He was tall and had long 
arms, and that’s why it was difficult to attack his body. But little by little, I wore him down.”; Maussa went on 
to win the WBA super lightweight world title… 
2ND WBC INTERNATIONAL SL TITLE DEFENSE - WBA SL WORLD TITLE ELIMINATOR - on 9-13-03 in 
Las Vegas he TKO’d former world title challenger Demetrio Ceballos (26-4): Ceballos gave a good effort 
and pressed forward, but Miguel dominated the fight; he boxed and moved effectively, consistently 
outworked Ceballos and landed the harder punches, then switched to the lefthanded stance in the 6th round 
and rocked Ceballos several times; he rocked Ceballos with a series of punches in the 7th and Ceballos’s 
corner stopped the fight at 2:28; after six rounds, Miguel led by scores of 60-54, 60-54, 60-55; after the 
fight, Miguel said, “It’s a great win. He’s the most experienced fighter I’ve ever faced in the ring.”…  
 
1ST WBC INTERNATIONAL SL TITLE DEFENSE - on 6-28-03 in Bayamon he knocked out former three-
time world title challenger Rocky Martinez (38-8-1): the fight headlined the card at the Coliseo Ruben 
Rodriguez and drew a capacity crowd of around 15,000; Miguel was very impressive; he cut Martinez over 
his right eye in the 1st round, then scored a knockdown with a left hook to the body in the 2nd and Martinez 
was counted out at 2:42… 
On 4-19-03 in Fresno,CA, he knocked out former world title challenger Joel Perez (34-5-2): Miguel was 
busier and sharper, scored a knockdown with a left hook to the body in the 4th round and Perez was 
counted out at 1:29; after the fight, Miguel said, “As the rounds went on I felt better. I decided to pressure 
him more in the third round.”… 
WON VACANT WBC INTERNATIONAL SL TITLE - on 2-1-03 in Las Vegas he TKO’d former WBC 
lightweight world champion Cesar Bazan (39-5-1): it was a step up in class for Miguel and his most 
impressive win; he dominated the fight - Miguel scored a knockdown in the 1st round and bloodied Bazan’s 
nose in the 2nd; Miguel consistently kept a busier pace, landed the sharper punches, and wore him down; 
Bazan kept fighting back hard, but his right eye gradually swelled shut from repeated left hooks; Miguel 
rocked him in the 11th round, and the referee stopped the fight at 0:16; after 10 rounds, Miguel led by 
scores of 99-90, 99-90, 100-89; after the fight, he said, “I expected a tough fight and got one. I never lost 
my composure..I never thought I was ever in any kind of danger.”… 
 
 
 
 
 



2002 - on 11-22-02 in Caguas, PR, he TKO’d Ubaldo Hernandez (18-9-2): Hernandez gave a good effort, 
but Miguel steadily wore him down - he bloodied his nose in the 2nd round, then rocked him a couple of 
times and cut him under his right eye in the 4th; Miguel hurt Hernandez with a body punch in the 7th round, 
then scored a knockdown and Hernandez was counted out at 1:31… 
On 9-14-02 in Las Vegas he won a 10 round unanimous decision against former four-time world title 
challenger John Brown (23-9): it was a step up in class of opposition for Miguel and the first time he went 
10 full rounds; Miguel dominated the fight - he scored a knockdown in the 2nd round, staggered Brown in 
the 8th, and won by scores of 100-88, 100-89, 100-89; after the fight, Miguel said, “You can’t knock 
everybody out. Sometimes you have to go the distance. He had a difficult style and I had go to the 
southpaw stance to try to confuse him.”… 
He debuted at the age of 20 on 2-23-01 in Austin, TX, and TKO’d Jason Doucet (debut): Miguel scored 
two knockdowns in the 1st round, and the referee stopped the fight at 2:12; after the fight, Miguel said, “I 
was just happy to get the first win under my belt. He had a lot of courage and was very strong.”… 
 
AMATEUR, PERSONAL BACKGROUND: Miguel said, “I was born in Caguas, Puerto Rico. I have two 
brothers. I’m the youngest. My father was in the military, in the National Guard here in Puerto Rico for 25 
years. My mom stayed at home and teach us how to live. 

“When I was 11 years old, my weight was 156 pounds and I tried to lose weight with boxing. My 
brothers were already boxing and I tried to do the same. I started at the Gym Bairoa in Caguas. I lost 
weight, but I started to feel something for boxing. In the beginning, it was just for game, but then I start to 
feel like, a love for boxing. 

“Jose Miguel Cotto is my brother. Juan Miguel boxed amateur, he never changed to professional. 
In my house, everyone is called Miguel. My father is Miguel Angel, Juan Miguel is my older brother, Jose 
Miguel is my brother, and me, Miguel Angel. My little kid is Miguel Angel, too. Jose Juan Cotto is my 
cousin. 

“I had 125 amateur fights with 23 losses. I fought Panchito Bojado, Ricardo Williams. I fought 
Kelson Pinto, Muhammad Abdulaev. 

“I was Puerto Rican national amateur champion from ’97 to 2000, all at 132 pounds, but the last 
year at 140.  

“I fought with Ivan Calderon when I was amateur, 100 pounds. [note: Calderon is the WBO jr. 
flyweight world champion] He beat me three to two. After that, we make the team of Puerto Rico to 
represent Puerto Rico in international competition. We were both in the Olympics in 2000. He’s, if not the 
best, one of my best friends.”... 

AMATEUR HIGHLIGHTS: 
2000 OLYMPICS, Sydney, Australia, 139 pounds: in his first bout on 9-20-00 he lost a 17-7 

decision against Muhammad Abdullaev of Uzbekistan, who went on to win the gold medal; looking back, 
Miguel said, “I felt that I did the best I could at the Olympics. Unfortunately, some judges don’t see it that 
way. But I was very happy with my performance, and I felt that I won that fight.”… 

2000 CENTRAL AMERICAN AND CARIBBEAN GAMES, Caracas, Venezuela, 139 pounds - 
GOLD MEDALIST: in the finals he won a 16-6 decision against Maikel Perez of Cuba... 

2000 GIRALDO CARDIN TOURNAMENT, Las Tunas, Cuba, 139 pounds – SILVER MEDALIST: in 
the finals he was stopped in the 2nd round against Diogenes Luna of Cuba... 

 
 
 
 
 
 



2000 USA-PUERTO RICO DUAL MEET,  Tacoma, Wash., 139 pounds: on 8-15-00 he won a 28-
22 decision against Ricardo Williams Jr.… 

1997, 1998, 1999 Puerto Rican National amateur champion, 132 pounds; 2000 Puerto Rican 
National amateur champion, 139 pounds…Miguel has been called “The greatest amateur boxer ever from 
Puerto Rico”… 

Miguel returned to the ring in January, 2002, for the first time since being injured a car accident in 
August, 2001 – driving to a 5:30 A.M. workout, he fell asleep at the wheel and crashed into a concrete wall; 
he said, “Sometimes I feel the shoulder pain, the shoulder tired. But any other problems about that, no. 

“It was a very serious accident. I broke my arm and shoulder in four different places. I think being in 
the shape I am in really helped.”…in addition to a scar on his right shoulder, he has a six-inch titanium rod 
in his right arm... 

He said, “I’m lefthanded. I do everything with my left hand. The only thing I can do with my right 
hand is fight. I feel more comfortable fighting righthanded when I’m beginning.”... 
 
STRENGTHS: Has an aggressive style, good skills and movement…an accurate combination puncher with 
good punching power – at his best, he pressures his opponents and wears them down...a good body 
puncher…is poised and polished in the ring…is versatile – he can also box and move effectively…is 
naturally lefthanded, and can switch effectively to the lefthanded stance…is always in top condition…tough, 
durable, and determined, has tremendous heart…comes from a strong family boxing background...had a 
strong amateur background…is experienced against top opposition... 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE: 35 fights...224 total rounds...124 world championship rounds… 
AVERAGE LENGTH OF BOUTS: 6.4 rounds… 
KNOCKOUT PERCENTAGE: 79 %… 
DISTANCE FIGHTS: 12 rounds - 4 (4-0)…11 rounds – 4 (3-1)…10 rounds – 1 (1-0)… 
 



THE PROFESSIONAL RECORD OF

MIGUEL ANGEL COTTO

MIGUEL A.COTTO-VAZQUEZ

CAGUAS, PUERTO RICO
Date of Birth: 10/29/1980

Won-Lost-Draw-KO'S
34 1 0 27

2001

Feb 23 JASON DOUCET, AUSTIN, TX............. 139TKO 1 PRO DEB
Mar 30 JACOB GODINEZ, FT WORTH, TX.......... 139TKO 2
Apr 28 WAKLIMI YOUNG, NY, NY................ 137W 4
May 20 MARTIN RAMIREZ, SAN JUAN, PR......... 137W 4
Jul 01 RUDOLFO LUNSFORD, SAN JUAN, PR....... 137TKO 4
Jul 28 ARTURO RODRIGUEZ, LA, CA............. 139KO 2

2002

Jan 11 JOSHUA SMITH, CAGUAS, PR............. 143TKO 2
Mar 01 SAMMY SPARKMAN, CAROLINA, PR......... 141TKO 2
May 03 JUAN MACIAS, LAS VEGAS, NV........... 140TKO 7
Jun 22 JUSTIN JUUKO, LAS VEGAS, NV.......... 138TKO 5
Jul 30 CARLOS RAMIREZ, CONCHO, OK........... 140KO 3
Sep 14 JOHN BROWN, LAS VEGAS, NV............ 139W 10
Nov 22 UBALDO HERNANDEZ, CAGUAS, PR......... 140KO 7

2003

Feb 01 CESAR BAZAN, LAS VEGAS, NV........... 140TKO 11 WBC/INT
Apr 19 JOEL PEREZ, FRESNO, CA............... 140KO 4 WBC/INT
Jun 28 RAMON MARTINEZ, BAYAMON, PR.......... 138KO 2 WBC/INT
Sep 13 DEMETRIO CEBALLOS, LAS VEGAS, NV..... 140TKO 7 WBC/INT
Dec 06 CARLOS MAUSSA, BAYAMON, PR........... 140TKO 8 WBC/INT

2004

Feb 28 VICTORIANO SOSA, LAS VEGAS, NV....... 140TKO 4 WBC/INT
May 08 LOVEMORE NDOU, LAS VEGAS, NV......... 140W 12 IBF/ELIM
Sep 11 KELSON PINTO, HATO REY, PR........... 140TKO 6 WBO
Dec 11 RANDALL BAILEY, LAS VEGAS, NV........ 140TKO 6 WBO

2005

Feb 26 DEMARCUS CORLEY, BAYAMON, PR......... 140TKO 5 WBO
Jun 11 MUHAMMAD ABDULLAEV, NY, NY........... 138 TKO 9 WBO
Sep 24 RICARDO TORRES, AC, NJ............... 140KO 7 WBO

2006

1
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THE PROFESSIONAL RECORD OF

MIGUEL ANGEL COTTO

MIGUEL A.COTTO-VAZQUEZ

CAGUAS, PUERTO RICO
Date of Birth: 10/29/1980

Won-Lost-Draw-KO'S
34 1 0 27

Mar 04 GIANLUCA BRANCO, BAYAMON, PR......... 140TKO 8 WBO
Jun 10 PAUL MALIGNAGGI, NY, NY.............. 138 W 12 WBO
Dec 02 CARLOS QUINTANA, AC, NJ.............. 146TKO 5 WBA

2007

Mar 03 OKTAY URKAL, SAN JUAN, PR............ 147TKO 11 WBA
Jun 09 ZABDIEL JUDAH, NY, NY................ 146 TKO 11 WBA
Nov 10 SHANE MOSLEY, NY, NY................. 146 W 12 WBA

2008

Apr 12 ALFONSO GOMEZ, AC, NJ................ 146 TKO 5 WBA
Jul 26 ANTONIO MARGARITO, LAS VEGAS, NV..... 147TKBY 11 WBA

2009

Feb 21 MICHAEL JENNINGS, NY, NY............. 147TKO 5 WBO
Jun 13 JOSHUA CLOTTEY, NY, NY............... 146W(S) 12 WBO
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MANNY “PacMan” PACQUIAO 
Age: 30 (12-17-78) 
Residence: General Santos City, Philippines 
Birthplace: Kibawe, Philippines 
Record: 49-3-2, 37 KOs 
Height: 5’6.5” 
Reach: 67” 
Trainer: Freddie Roach 
 
MANNY “PacMan” PACQUIAO (49-3-2, 37 KOs)… 

• World championship fights: 8-1-2, 7 KOs… 
• Ranked ESPN.com and The Ring #1 “Pound for Pound”... 
• Ranked WBC #1 at 140 pounds, WBO #1 at 147 pounds... 
• Former WBC lightweight world champion... 
• Former WBC super featherweight world champion... 
• Former IBF jr. featherweight world champion, four successful defenses… 
• Former WBC flyweight world champion, one successful defense… 
• Boxing Writers Association of America “2008 Fighter of the Year”... 
• The Ring “2008 Fighter of the Year”... 
• Boxing Writers Association of America “2006 Fighter of the Year”... 
• The Ring “2006 Fighter of the Year”... 
• Former WBC International super featherweight champion, three successful defenses… 
• Former WBC International super bantamweight champion, five successful defenses… 
• Former OPBF (Oriental and Pacific Boxing Federation) flyweight champion, one 

successful defense… 
At the age of 30, Manny is a 14-year pro - he made his debut at 16. He has been fighting at the top 

levels of competition and given some of the most sensational performances in the ring in recent years. 
A certain future Hall of Famer, Manny was voted the “2008 Fighter of the Year” by the Boxing Writers 

Association of America. He also won the BWAA award in 2006, as well as The Ring’s 2006 and 2008 
“Fighter of the Year.” 

Manny is also recognized by most observers as the best fighter at any weight in the ring today – the 
best “Pound for Pound.” 

He is a national hero in his native Philippines – the entire country of over 96 million people comes to a 
virtual standstill to watch whenever he fights. 

Manny is coming off of an electrifying second-round knockout win against former IBF jr. welterweight 
and WBA welterweight world champion Ricky Hatton in his last fight on May 2. 

The Associated Press’ Tim Dahlberg reported from ringside [excerpts]: He didn’t just beat Hatton. 
Didn’t just knock him out. 

He demolished a world class fighter who had never lost at his natural weight of 140 pounds, and he did 
it with such precision and ease that the talk afterward wasn’t whether Pacquiao is the best pound-for-pound 
fighter in the world, but whether he might be one of the best ever. 

A right hook - a punch most southpaws don’t even have - started it all, dropping Hatton midway through 
the first round. A left cross that may be one of the greatest single punches ever thrown in a big fight ended 
it with a dramatic flourish. 

 



When it was over, Hatton was sprawled motionless on his back in the center of the ring. Pacquiao and 
his corner were celebrating and the sellout crowd was trying to digest what they had just seen. 

Boxing has a new king in an unassuming fighter so good that he won his last four fights in four different 
weight classes. [End Dahlberg item] 

Dan Rafael wrote on ESPN.com [excerpts]:  With one thunderous left hand, Manny Pacquiao 
smashed his way into boxing immortality. 

Anyone doubt his pound-for-pound No. 1 perch now? Shoot, anyone doubt his place as one of boxing’s 
best ever? 

The Filipino icon destroyed Ricky Hatton in two crushing rounds to make boxing history before 16,262 
at the sold out and electric MGM Grand Garden Arena.... 

It’s something those of us who saw it shouldn’t soon forget because it may be a long time until we see 
something like this again. 

In stunningly disposing of Hatton in ruthless fashion, Pacquiao matched Oscar De La Hoya’s record of 
winning titles in six weight divisions. But more important, by adding Hatton’s lineal junior welterweight 
championship to his growing collection, Pacquiao added a fourth lineal title, the first fighter to do that in 
boxing history. (Granted, there are more divisions now than there were back in the era of fighters such as 
Sugar Ray Robinson.) 

In plain terms, PacMan has been ‘the man” in four divisions, the clear champion in a morass of 
titleholders at flyweight, featherweight, junior lightweight and now junior welterweight. Toss in belts at junior 
featherweight and lightweight - and wins against elite opponents - and you have a great fighter. 

It was almost laughable how easy it was for Pacquiao, who was fighting at junior welterweight for the 
first time in his career after dropping down from welterweight, where he fought in December and destroyed 
and retired De La Hoya. 

It also happened to be Pacquiao’s fourth consecutive win in a fourth different division. It seems as 
though there is nothing he can’t do. [End Rafael item] 

Fightwriter.com’s Graham Houston reported [excerpts]: The booming left hand from the Filipino’s 
southpaw style that dropped Hatton flat on his back produced one of the most vivid one-punch finishes I 
have ever seen. 

I am now thinking that Pacquiao might be one of the all-time greats, a world champion at flyweight, 
junior featherweight, junior lightweight and lightweight and now the world’s best at junior welter. 

Pacquiao amazingly appeared to move to another level. A good fighter was made to look like an 
amateur by a boxer who is not just exceptional but borderline phenomenal. 

Whenever displays of devastating punching are discussed, this one will surely rank near the top. [End 
Houston item] 

In his previous fight on December 6, 2008, Manny scored the biggest win of his career – a dominant 
eighth-round TKO against former jr. lightweight, lightweight, super lightweight, welterweight, two-time super 
welterweight, and middleweight world champion Oscar De La Hoya – the biggest name in the sport over 
the last two decades and a certain future Hall of Famer himself. 

Against De La Hoya, Manny was considered a huge underdog by most observers - and the fight a 
mismatch - because of their extreme difference in size. Boxing’s conventional wisdom says that “A good big 
man beats a good small man.” 

After the fight, Dan Rafael wrote: Pacquiao stunningly administered a beat down of epic proportions. 
De La Hoya...was never in the fight for a moment. 

 
 
 



Pacquiao...won his third fight of the year in his third weight division, including winning two titles. The 
victory makes Pacquiao something of a modern-day Henry Armstrong, the all-time great pound-for-pound 
legend who over the course of 10 months from October, 1937, to August, 1938, claimed, in order, the world 
featherweight, welterweight and lightweight championships - when there were only eight divisions. [End 
Rafael item] 

Manny had made his mark in boxing history, however, even before beating De La Hoya. 
He has held world titles in four weight divisions - he won the WBC flyweight world title two weeks 

before his 20th birthday in December, 1998, the IBF jr. featherweight world title at 22 in 2001. 
Manny won the WBC super featherweight world title in March, 2008, with a 12 round decision victory in 

the rematch against defending champion Juan Manuel Marquez. It was one of the most highly-anticipated 
fights of the year, and one of the most exciting. 

He won the WBC lightweight world title in June, 2008, with a ninth-round TKO against defending 
champion David Diaz. 

Manny’s nickname is “PacMan.” His webpage address is mannypacquiao.ph. 
 
Key Fights – 2009 - in his last fight on 5-2-09 in Las Vegas, NV, he knocked out former IBF jr. welterweight 
and WBA welterweight world champion Ricky Hatton (45-1): the fight headlined at the MGM Grand and 
drew a capacity crowd of 16,262, and Manny quickly overwhelmed Hatton; he scored two knockdowns in 
the 1st round – the first with a right hook, the second with a left hand; he scored another knockdown with a 
left hand that dropped Hatton flat on his back, out cold, late in the 2nd round and the referee stopped the 
fight at 2:59; after the fight, Manny said, “I’m surprised this fight was so easy, but I did work hard since the 
beginning of March in training camp. Nothing personal. I am just doing my job, but this is as big a victory for 
me as when I beat Oscar De La Hoya. He was wide open for the right hook. I knew he would be looking for 
my left. That’s why we worked on the right.”... 
 
2008 –on 12-6-08 in Las Vegas he TKO’d former WBO jr. lightweight, WBO and IBF lightweight, WBC 
super lightweight, welterweight, and two-time super welterweight, and WBO middleweight world champion 
Oscar De La Hoya (39-5): the fight headlined at the MGM Grand; De La Hoya was a 2-1 favorite to win, 
but Manny dominated the fight; De La Hoya won the 1st round on one judge’s scorecard, but none after 
that; Manny kept him off-balance with movement, consistently outworked him, and rocked him with hard left 
hands in every round; Manny rocked De La Hoya repeatedly in the 7th round - which two judges scored 10-
8 for him – and De La Hoya’s left eye was swollen shut; De La Hoya did not continue after the 8th round; 
after eight rounds, Manny led by near-shutout scores of 80-71, 80-71, 79-72; after the fight, Manny said, “I 
was able to defend against his jab and he wasn’t able to connect, and I was able to connect with 
everything. Speed was the answer to this fight. The only thing I was surprised by was that my trainer picked 
the round we would win in.”... 
 
WON WBC L WORLD TITLE - on 6-28-08 in Las Vegas he TKO’d lefthanded defending champion David 
Diaz (34-1-1): the fight headlined at Mandalay Bay; Diaz, a 1996 U.S. Olympian, gave a tremendous effort, 
but Manny dominated the entire fight and gave him a severe beating; he rocked Diaz repeatedly and cut 
him badly over his right eye in the 4th round; Manny scored a knockdown with a left hand that dropped Diaz 
face-first to the canvas, and the referee stopped the fight without a count at 2:24; after eight rounds, Manny 
led by scores of 80-71, 80-71, 80-72; after the fight, Manny said, “I feel much stronger and more powerful at 
135. This is where I plan to stay. Diaz caught a lot of punches. I’m surprised he didn’t go down earlier. It’s 
hard to fight a southpaw, but I jabbed, jabbed to set him up for the knockout.”... 
 



WON WBC SF WORLD TITLE - on 3-15-08 in Las Vegas, NV, he won a 12 round split decision in the 
rematch against defending champion Juan Manuel Marquez (48-3-1): it was a fast-paced, exciting fight 
and the momentum shifted back and forth; Manny swept the 1st round on all three scorecards, but Marquez 
came back, staggered him with a right hand-left hook combination in the 2nd, and swept the round; Manny 
scored a knockdown with left hand that dropped Marquez flat on his back late in the 3rd round, rocked 
Marquez again later in the round and won the round 10-8 on all three scorecards, then swept the 4th round 
on all three scorecards, as well; Marquez rallied and swept the 5th, 7th, and 8th rounds, but was nicked over 
his right eye in the 5th, and cut badly over the same eye by a clash of heads in the 7th; Manny was also cut 
badly over his right eye; Manny staggered Marquez with a left hand early in the 10th round, then rocked him 
against with series of punches moments later and swept the round, but Marquez finished the fight very 
strongly – he swept the 11th round and won the 12th on two scorecards; scored 115-112, 114-113 
Pacquiao, 115-112 Marquez... 
 
2007 – 5TH WBC INTERNATIONAL SF TITLE DEFENSE - on 10-6-07 in Las Vegas, NV, he won a 12 
round unanimous decision in the rematch against 33 year-old former three-time WBO jr. featherweight, IBF 
jr. lightweight and WBC super featherweight world champion Marco Antonio Barrera (63-5): the bout 
headlined at Mandalay Bay and drew a crowd of 10,112, and Manny dominated the fight; Barrera had his 
moments – he rocked Manny with a right hand in the 3rd round and scored with a hard left hook and left 
uupercut in the 5th, but Manny pressed forward and consistently outworked him; Manny staggered Barrera 
and cut him under his right eye in the 11th round, and Barrera was penalized one point for punching on a 
break later in the round after he staggered Manny with a right hand; scored 118-109, 118-109, 115-112; 
after the fight, Manny said, ““It was a good fight, and it was different from the first fight. He’s a good, smart 
boxer. I’m satisfied with the result. I knew he would have to box me this time around. I thought the people 
were happy with that fight. I’m trying to make people happy, to give a good fight. I hope that people liked 
this fight tonight. We did our best. I was careful in this fight. He’s still a good fighter. I was just lucky in the 
first fight that it happened like that.”... 
4TH WBC INTERNATIONAL SF TITLE DEFENSE - on 4-14-07 in San Antonio, TX, he knocked out Jorge 
Solis (32-0-2): the fight headlined at the Alamodome and drew a crowd of 14,793; the early rounds were 
tactical and close, and both were effective at times; Manny was cut over his left eye by a clash of heads in 
the 6th round, but rocked Solis later in the round; Manny stepped up his pace in the 7th round, then scored 
two knockdowns in the 8th – both with left hands – and he was counted out at 1:16; after the fight, Manny 
said, “In the early rounds I took it easy, but when I got a cut I was throwing more combinations and pretty 
soon I knocked him out.”... 
 
2006 – 3RD WBC INTERNATIONAL SF TITLE DEFENSE - on 11-18-06 in Las Vegas, NV, he knocked out 
former WBC super bantamweight, two-time featherweight, and super featherweight world champion Erik 
Morales (48-4): the fight headlined at the Thomas & Mack Center and drew an announced crowd of 
18,276; Morales gave a tremendous effort, but Manny gave a sensational performance, dominated the 
fight, and quickly overpowered him; Manny rocked Morales with a right hook in the 1st round and scored a 
knockdown with a straight left hand in the 2nd; Manny staggered Morales, then scored a knockdown with a 
series of punches in the 3rd round – Morales came back with a furious attack and rocked Manny, but Manny 
scored another knockdown and Morales was counted out at 2:57;  
 
 
 
 



2ND WBC INTERNATIONAL SF TITLE DEFENSE - on 7-2-06 in Manila, PHIL, he won a 12 round 
unanimous decision against former WBC super bantamweight world champion Oscar Larios (56-4-1): the 
fight headlined at the historic Araneta Coliseum, the site of the “Thrilla in Manila” in 1975; Larios had some 
early success and staggered Manny in the 3rd round, but Manny came back and cut Larios over the left eye 
later in the round; several rounds were close, but Manny had the edge in most and and gave Larios a 
severe beating; Manny scored one knockdown in the 7th round and another in the 12th, and won by scores 
of 120-106, 118-108, 117-111; after the fight, Manny said, “Their plan was for me to finish the match early, 
but my plan was that I would not rush, as long as I’m ahead on points. Sometimes if you rush, you may 
have a problem, because he can squeeze in a punch.”... 
1ST WBC INTERNATIONAL SF TITLE DEFENSE - on 1-21-06 in Las Vegas he TKO’d defending champion 
Erik Morales (48-3): the rematch headlined at the Thomas & Mack Center, and drew announced crowd of 
14,618; it was an exciting fight, and both gave tremendous efforts; the early rounds were close, but Morales 
rallied and swept rounds three through five on all three scorecards and after five rounds, led by scores of 
49-46, 48-47, 48-47; but Manny came on strongly in the 6th - he consistently landed the harder punches 
and swept rounds six through nine on all three scorecards; Manny scored two knockdowns in the 10th - the 
first with a straight left hand, the second after a series of punches - and the referee stopped the fight 
without a count at 2:33; after nine rounds, Manny led by scores of 86-85, 87-84, 87-84; after the fight, 
Manny said, “The first fight was tough for me to go to the body because I had the bloody eye. The big 
difference is that I could see, I could see his punches coming. I saw I hurt him every time I hit him in the 
body. I wasn’t expecting to knock him out. I was lucky that I was to get to his body and his head.”..; Dan 
Rafael of ESPN.com reported, “Pacquiao...put on a spectacular performance in a sensational action 
fight.”... 
 
2005 - WON VACANT WBC INTERNATIONAL SF TITLE - on 9-10-05 in Los Angeles, CA, he TKO’d 
Hector Velazquez (42-10-2): Velazquez started fast and gave a good effort, but Manny outworked 
Velazquez, landed the harder punches, and dominated most of the fight; Manny staggered Velazquez with 
a right hook in the 6th round, then scored a knockdown moments later; Velazquez got up at the count of 
eight, but the referee stopped the fight at 2:59; after five rounds, Manny led by scores of 49-46, 49-46, 48-
47; after the fight, Manny said, “This is exactly what we trained for. It was the body shots that set him up for 
the K.O.”… 
On 3-19-05 in Las Vegas, NV, lost a 12 round unanimous decision against former WBC super 
bantamweight, featherweight, and super featherweight world champion Erik Morales (47-2): it was one of 
the most highly-anticipated fights of the year, and it was boxing at its best; the event drew a capacity crowd 
of 14,623 to the MGM Grand, and it was a ferocious battle that repeatedly brought the fans to their feet; it 
was a very close fight, and the momentum shifted back and forth - Manny started fast and won the first and 
third rounds on all three scorecards, but Morales weathered the early storm and rallied in the middle and 
late rounds; Morales won the fourth, fifth and sixth rounds on two scorecards, then the eighth, tenth, and 
eleventh on all three; Manny was cut over the right eye in the 5th round - ruled by a punch - but he won the 
seventh round on two scorecards, and swept the ninth and twelfth; both stood toe-to-toe in the final round 
and punched nonstop until the bell; all three judges scored the fight 115-113; after the fight, Manny said, “I 
couldn’t see out of one eye, and it was very hard. If I am not cut on one eye, I think I can knock him out. But 
I did my best and gave everyone a good fight.”… 
 
 
 
 



2004 - on 12-11-04 in Taguig City, PHIL, he TKO’d Fahsan Thawatchai (44-7-1): the event drew an 
estimated crowd of 25,000 at The Fort, and Manny gave a devastating performance; he scored one 
knockdown in the 2nd round, another in the 3rd, and two more in the 4th - Fahsan was out cold, and the 
referee stopped the fight without a count at 1:26… 
IBF, WBA F WORLD TITLE CHALLENGE - on 5-8-04 in Las Vegas, NV, he fought to a 12 round draw 
against defending champion Juan Manuel Marquez (42-2): Manny scored three knockdowns in the 1st 
round, and Marquez’ nose was injured badly and bled throughout the fight; but Marquez showed 
tremendous heart and determination, gradually recovered, and boxed effectively for much of the fight; 
Marquez swept rounds three through six on two judges’ scorecards - he rocked Manny and cut him over 
the right eye in the 5th, and staggered him in the 6th; the second half of the fight was exciting, and the 
momentum went back and forth - Manny landed the harder punches, but Marquez kept a busier pace and 
won four of the last six rounds on one scorecard, and five on another; the final scores were 115-110 
Marquez, 115-110 Pacquiao, 113-113; after the fight, Manny said, “I’m disappointed. I thought I won, I 
didn’t think it was close. I thought I took his fight away from him.”… 
 
2003 - in his last fight on 11-15-03 in San Antonio, TX, he TKO’d former three-time WBO jr. featherweight 
world champion Marco Antonio Barrera (57-3): the fight was at 126 pounds, and Barrera, considered by 
many observers to be the world’s best featherweight, was a 4-1 favorite to win; but Manny gave a 
sensational performance; he was knocked down in the 1st round - replays showed that he was tripped when 
the punch was thrown - but dominated the rest of the fight; Manny scored a knockdown in the 3rd round, 
then rocked Barrera with several punches later in the round; he relentlessly pressured Barrera, landed the 
harder punches and wore him down; Barrera’s left eye was swollen in the 4th round, and he was cut over 
the same eye by a clash of heads in the 7th; Barrera was also penalized one point for punching on the 
break in the 9th round; Manny scored another knockdown in the 11th round - Barrera got up, but Manny 
rocked him with a series of punches and Barrera’s corner stopped the fight at 2:56; after 10 rounds, Manny 
led by scores of 97-88, 97-90, 97-90; after the fight, Manny said, “I really focused through this fight. “Very 
early, I knew I was going to knock him out. When I knocked him down in the third, I thought it was over. But 
he came back. I’m surprised he lasted that long.”… 
4TH IBF JF WORLD TITLE DEFENSE - on 7-26-03 in Los Angeles, CA, he knocked out previously 
undefeated Emmanuel Lucero (21-0-1): it was a spectacular one-punch knockout; Lucero was an 
awkward opponent - he pressed forward, dipped almost to the canvas at times and lunged at Manny with 
wide punches; Manny landed a single left hand in the 3rd round that sent Lucero staggering across the ring, 
out on his feet, and the referee stopped the fight at 0:48 as Lucero slumped to the canvas; after the fight, 
Manny said, “He was way too low. He looked like an amateur fighter.”… 
On 3-15-03 in Manila, PH, he TKO’d Serik Eshmagametov (13-18-1): the fight drew an announced 
attendance of 50,000 to Manila’s historic Luneta Park; Manny scored a knockdown in the 1st round, but 
Eshmagametov rallied and scored a knockdown in the 4th; Manny came back strongly, scored two 
knockdowns in the 5th round, and the referee stopped the fight at 1:52… 
 
2002 - 3RD IBF JF WORLD TITLE DEFENSE - on 10-26-02 in Davao, PH, he TKO’d Fahproakob 
Sithkwenim (36-2): the fight was held at Rizal Memorial College gymnasium, and drew a crowd of about 
3,000; Manny scored four knockdowns in the 1st round, and the referee stopped the fight at 2:36; after the 
fight, Manny said, “I really prepared for the fight. I was really surprised why he got down when I hit him with 
a right cross. I studied his punch and he always brought down his left hand.”… 
 
 
 



2ND IBF JF WORLD TITLE DEFENSE - on 6-8-02 in Memphis, TN, he knocked out Jorge Julio (44-3): the 
fight was the co-featured bout under the Lennox Lewis-Mike Tyson main event; Manny scored two 
knockdowns early in the 2nd round and bloodied Julio’s nose; Julio got up both times, but Manny rocked him 
again and the referee stopped the fight at 1:09; after the fight, Manny said, “I hope that now people will start 
to respect me a little more. The plan was to come out and let him feel my power early. I knew after the first 
knockdown that it was a matter of time.I didn’t think it would be that easy.”… 
 
2001 – 1ST IBF JF WORLD TITLE DEFENSE - on 10-11-01 in San Francisco, CA, he had a technical draw 
against WBO world champion Agapito Sanchez (33-7-1): it was a very dirty fight with continuous mauling 
and repeated fouls; Manny was cut badly over the right eye in the 2nd round by a clash of heads, and later 
on the left ear; Sanchez was penalized one point in the 3rd round for pushing the laces of his gloves against 
Manny’s cut, and another point in the 4th for low blows; Sanchez was also cut over his left eye in the 5th; the 
referee stopped the fight on Manny’s cut at 1:20 of the 6th round and went to the scorecards - 58-54 
Pacquiao, 57-55 Sanchez, 56-56; after the fight, trainer Freddie Roach said, “Tremendous miscarriage of 
boxing justice. Sanchez repeatedly made intentional fouls.”… 
WON IBF JF WORLD TITLE – on 6-23-01 in Las Vegas, NV, he TKO’d defending champion Lehlohonolo 
Ledwaba (33-1-1): Manny took the fight on two weeks’ notice and gave an sensational performance - he 
bloodied Ledwaba’s nose in the 1st round, knocked him down in the 2nd, then rocked him several times in 
the 3rd and 4th; Manny scored two more knockdowns in the 6th, and the referee stopped the fight without a 
count at 0:59; after the fight, Manny said, “This is a dream come true. My dream was to be champion again. 
He did not hurt me at all. He did not even hit me hard. I was in control the entire fight.”… 
4TH WBC INTERNATIONAL JF DEFENSE – on 4-28-01 in Kidapawan City, PH, he TKO’d Kumanpetch 
Kiatvoraphong (38-2): it was a wild fight in front of nearly 20,000 fans; Manny was floored by low blows 
two times in the 4th round, and one time in the 5th, and Kumanpetch was penalized one point; but Manny 
came back strong in the 6th – he staggered Kumanpetch with a right hand, then rocked him with a series of 
punches, and the referee stopped the fight at 2:46… 
3RD WBC INTERNATIONAL JF DEFENSE –on 2-24-01 in Antipolo, PH, he TKO’d Cholho Kang (19-4-3): 
Kang, a North Korean based in Japan, is also known as Tetsutora Senrima; Manny stopped him at 1:06 of 
the 5th round… 
 
2000 – 2ND WBC INTERNATIONAL JF DEFENSE –on 10-14-00 in Manila, PH, he TKO’d previously 
undefeated British Commonwealth champion Nadel Hussein (19-0): Hussein, born in Lebanon and based 
in Australia, fought very aggressively; Hussein scored a knockdown in the 4th round, but was also penalized 
one point; Manny came back in the 5th round and cut Hussein over and under the left eye, and the fight was 
eventually stopped on the cuts at 1:48 of the 10th; after nine rounds, Manny led by scores of 87-80, 87-83, 
87-85; Hussein and his trainer, former three-time world champion Jeff Fenech, protested bitterly that Manny 
received a long count after his knockdown and that Hussein’s cuts had been ruled from a clash of heads; 
the crowd threw bottles and coins into the ring and Fenech challenged a heckler to a fight;; after the fight, 
Manny said, “His punches are really strong. This is my toughest fight so far.”… 
1ST WBC INTERNATIONAL JF DEFENSE – on 6-28-00 in Quezon City, PH, he TKO’d previously 
undefeated Sungkwon Chae (23-0): at 1:42 of the 1st round… 
 
 
 
 
 



1999 – WON WBC INTERNATIONAL JF TITLE – on 12-18-99 in Manila he TKO’d former Philippines 
champion and world title challenger Reynante Jamili (41-5): the fight was the main event at the Fiesta 
Fistiana, the Philippine Sportswriters Association’s annual fund-raiser for retired and disabled boxers; 
Manny scored three knockdowns, and stopped Jamili in the 2nd round; after the fight, Manny said, “I feel 
great. I have great trainers who told me to relax and take it slow.”… 
LOST WBC FL WORLD TITLE – on 9-17-99 in Thammarat, TH, he was knocked out against Medgoen 
Lukchaopormasak (19-0): Manny lost the title at the weigh-in when he did not make weight, and Medgoen 
won the vacant title; Medgoen knocked down Manny with a body punch in the 3rd round, and he was 
counted out at 1:32… 
1ST WBC FL WORLD TITLE DEFENSE – on 4-23-99 in Manila he knocked out Gabriel Mira (19-7-1): 
15,000 fans were in attendance at the historic Araneta Coliseum, the site of the “Thrilla in Manila” in 1975; 
Mira started fast and rocked Manny two times in the 2nd round, but Manny rallied to knock down Mira later 
in the round; Manny scored another knockdown in the 3rd, and three more in the 4th, and the referee 
stopped the fight at 2:45… 
 
1998 – WON WBC FL WORLD TITLE – on 12-4-98 in Phuttamonthon, TH, he knocked out defending 
champion Chatchai Sasakul (33-1): it was a spectacular one-punch knockout; Sasakul dominated the 
early rounds with his speed, skill, and sharp combination punching, but Manny rocked him in the 4th round; 
Sasakul recovered quickly and continued to box effectively, but Manny knocked down Sasakul with a single 
left hand in the 8th round, and he was counted out at 2:54; after seven rounds, Sasakul led by scores of 70-
64, 69-64, 68-65… 
WON OPBF FL TITLE – on 6-27-97 in Manila he knocked out Chokchai Chokwiwat: in the 5th round… 
He debuted at the age of 16 on 1-22-95... 
 
AMATEUR, PERSONAL BACKGROUND: Manny was born in General Santos City, Philippines...he has an 
older sister, Zedra, and two younger brothers - Bobby, who is also a professional boxer, and Rogel...their 
parents were vegetable farmers, and are now estranged...Manny built a house for his mother close to his 
own...his father still lives in the mountains... 

When Manny was 12, he moved to Manila and sold cigarettes on the streets...he started boxing 
and made the Philippines’ national amateur team; his room and board were paid for by the federal 
government, and he reportedly had 64 amateur fights (60-4)...he said, “When I was younger, I watched so 
many videos of Larry Holmes, Joe Frazier, George Foreman and others. I used to rent the videos.”… 

Manny turned pro at 16 and won the Oriental-Pacific flyweight title when he was 18; he invited 
Bobby to come to Manila and took him to the boxing gym...brother Rogel was also a talented boxer, but 
suffered a head injury in a serious motorcycle accident and no longer boxes... 

He has become a national hero in the Philippines, and a a movie star, as well – he has starred in 
popular Filipino action movies with his friend, Mikey Arroyo, the son of the Philippines President…Manny 
enjoys playing pool in his spare time… 

From BoxingConfidential.com, Feb. 5, 2007: Filipino superstar Manny Pacquiao and his brother 
Bobby today went to a school in General Santos City to take a special exam that would allow them to get 
the equivalent of high school units of educational attainment. 

Both Pacquiaos only finished elementary grades, they admit, due to extreme poverty when they 
were still growing up - a fact they have not forgotten now despite owning million dollar bank accounts from 
their boxing earnings. 

 
 



At the Department of Education Testing Center, the fighting brothers took the High School 
Equivalency Test for six hours, a process Manny called “very, very tiring.” 

The brothers were administered exams in English, Filipino, Social Studies, Mathematics and 
Science. 

“He was very determined to pass, just as he is very determined to win in his fights. He had read the 
questions very religiously, and answered them well,” said a DepEd official when interviewed by the media. 

The examinations started at 1:00 PM and ended at 6:30 PM, a process described by Pacquiao as 
more tiring that his trilogy with Erik Morales. [End Boxingconfidential.com item] 

From Boxingscene.com, Feb. 17, 2009, by Ronnie Nathanielsz [excerpts]: The world’s No. 1 
pound-for-pound boxer and Philippine sports hero Manny Pacquiao will receive a degree of Doctor of 
Human Kinetics conferred on him by the Southwestern University of the Philippines in Cebu. 

The honor recognizes Pacquiao’s contribution to sports, particularly boxing, where he has won 
world titles in four different weight divisions and a Ring Magazine title in a fifth making his Asia’s all-time 
greatest.. 

Human Kinetics is a study on sports fitness and health that supports academic excellence in sports 
that has grown considerably in recent years. 

Southwestern University president Dr. Eldigario Gonzales justified the honor being conferred on 
Pacquiao by noting that his achievements in boxing validated the worthiness of his award. [End Nathanielsz 
item] 

Manny and his wife Jinky have four children, two boys and two girls... 
 
STRENGTHS: A natural lefthander with good skills, speed, and movement…has tremendous punching 
power in both hands…has shown great improvement in his right hook...physically strong, tough and 
determined...is always in top condition…is experienced against top opposition… 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE: 54 fights…290 total rounds…66 world championship rounds… 
AVERAGE LENGTH OF BOUTS: 5.3 rounds… 
KNOCKOUT PERCENTAGE: 75 %… 
DISTANCE FIGHTS: 12 rounds – 5 (3-1-1)…11 rounds – 1 (1-0)...10 rounds – 5 (5-0)… 
 



THE PROFESSIONAL RECORD OF

MANNY  PACQUIAO

SOUTHPAW

KIBAWE, PHILIPPINES
Date of Birth: 12/17/1978

Won-Lost-Draw-KO'S
49 3 2 37

1995

Jan 22 ENTING IGNACIO, MINDORO, PHIL........ 106W 4 PRO DEB
Mar 18 PINOY MONTEJO, MINDORO, PHIL......... 107W 4
May 01 ROCKY PALMA, CAVITE, PHIL............ 107W 6
Jul 01 DELE DECIERTO, MANDALUYONG, PHIL..... 110TKO 2
Aug 03 FLASH SIMBAJON, MANDALUYONG, PHIL.... 108W 6
Sep 16 ARMAN ROCIL, MANDALUYONG, PHIL....... 110KO 3
Oct 07 LOLITO LAROA, MAKATI, PHIL........... 109W 8
Oct 21 RENATO MENDONES, PALAWAN, PHIL....... 109TKO 2
Nov 11 RODULFO FERNANDEZ, MANDALUYONG, PHIL. 106TKO 3
Dec 09 ROLANDO TUYOGON, MANILA, PHIL........ 109W 10

1996

Jan 13 LITO TORREJOS, SUCAT, PHIL........... 113TW 5
Feb 09 RUSTICO TORRECAMPO, MANDALUYONG, PHIL 110KOBY 3
Apr 27 MARLON CARILLO, MANILA, PHIL......... 112W 10
May 20 JUN MEDINA, MANILA, PHIL............. 114TKO 4
Jun 15 BERT BATILLER, GENERAL SANTOS, PHIL.. 116TKO 4
Jul 27 IPPO GALA, MANDALUYONG, PHIL......... 114TKO 2
Dec 28 SUNGYUL LEE, MUNTINLUPA, PHIL........ 113TKO 2

1997

Mar 08 MIKE LUNA, MUNTINLUPA, PHIL.......... 113KO 1
Apr 24 WOOKKI LEE, MAKATI, PHIL............. 113KO 1
May 30 ARIEL AUSTRIA, ALMENDRAS, PHIL....... 112TKO 6
Jun 26 CHOKCHAI CHOKWIWAT, MANILA, PHIL..... 112KO 5 OPBF
Sep 13 MELVIN MAGRAMO, CEBU, PHIL........... 114W 10
Dec 06 PANOMDEJ YUTHANAKORN, KORONADAL, PHIL 111TKO 1 OPBF

1998

May 18 SHIN TERAO, TOKYO, JAPAN............. 114TKO 1
Dec 04 CHATCHAI SASAKUL, PHUTTAMONTHON, 112KO 8 WBC

1999

Feb 20 TODD MAKELIN, NORTH COTABATO, PHIL... 116TKO 3
Apr 23 GABRIEL MIRA, MANILA, PHIL........... 111KO 4 WBC

1
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Sep 17 MEDGOEN LUKCHAOPORMASAK, THAMMARAT, 113KOBY 3 WBC
Dec 18 REYNANTE JAMILI, MANILA, PHIL........ 122TKO 2 WBC/INT

2000

Mar 04 ARNEL BAROTILLO, MANILA, PHIL........ 119TKO 4 WBC/INT
Jun 28 SUNGKWON CHAE, QUEZON, PHIL.......... 121TKO 1 WBC/INT
Oct 14 NADEL HUSSEIN, MANILA, PHIL.......... 121TKO 10 WBC/INT

2001

Feb 24 CHOLHO KANG, ANTIPOLO, PHIL.......... 122TKO 5 WBC/INT
Apr 28 KUMANPETCH KIATVORAPHONG, KIDAPAWAN, 122KO 6 WBC/INT
Jun 23 LEHLOHONOLO LEDWABA, LAS VEGAS, NV... 121TKO 6 IBF
Nov 10 AGAPITO SANCHEZ, SAN FRANCISCO, CA... 120TD 6 BF/BO

2002

Jun 08 JORGE JULIO, MEMPHIS, TN............. 120KO 2 IBF
Oct 26 FAHPROAKOB SITHKWENIM, DAVAO, PHIL... 122TKO 1 IBF

2003

Mar 15 SERIKZHAN ESHMAGAMBETOV, MANILA, PHIL 126TKO 5
Jul 26 EMMANUEL LUCERO, LA, CA.............. 120KO 3 IBF
Nov 15 MARCO BARRERA, SAN ANTONIO, TX....... 125TKO 11

2004

May 08 JUAN MARQUEZ, LAS VEGAS, NV.......... 125D 12 BA/BF
Dec 11 FAHSAN THAWATCHAI, TAGUIG, PHIL...... 125TKO 4 IBF/ELIM

2005

Mar 19 ERIK MORALES, LAS VEGAS, NV.......... 129 L 12 WBC/ELIM
Sep 10 HECTOR VELAZQUEZ, LA, CA............. 130KO 6 WBC/INT

2006

Jan 21 ERIK MORALES, LAS VEGAS, NV.......... 128 TKO 10 WBC/INT
Jul 02 OSCAR LARIOS, QUEZON, PHIL........... 129 W 12 WBC/INT
Nov 18 ERIK MORALES, LAS VEGAS, NV.......... 129KO 3 WBC/INT

2007

Apr 14 JORGE SOLIS, SAN ANTONIO, TX......... 128 KO 8 WBC/INT

2
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Oct 06 MARCO BARRERA, LAS VEGAS, NV......... 130W 12 WBC/INT

2008

Mar 15 JUAN MARQUEZ, LAS VEGAS, NV.......... 129W(S) 12 WBC
Jun 28 DAVID DIAZ, LAS VEGAS, NV............ 134 TKO 9 WBC
Dec 06 OSCAR DE LA HOYA, LAS VEGAS, NV...... 142TKO 8

2009

May 02 RICHARD HATTON, LAS VEGAS, NV........ 138KO 2 IBO

3

Copyright Fight Fax, Inc. 2009


	PressKitCover.pdf
	FirepowerPacquiaoCottoLeadRelease.pdf
	11.14.09 FactSheet.pdf
	Bio COTTO MIGUEL 090908.pdf
	cotto.pdf
	Bio PACQUIAO MANN Y090908.pdf
	pacquiao.pdf
	Remembering Yankee Stadium.pdf



